COMPOSING CONNECTIONS:
HOW ARCHIVAL STORYTELLING
INSPIRES PHILANTHROPY

Amanda Focke, Head of Special Collections, afocke@rice.edu

Mary Lowery, Executive Director, Friends of Fondren Library, mal8@rice.edu



ROUND 1:
DISCOVERY

The art of the HOOK.
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WORK
SESSION 1

|dentify your alligator

What is one item in
your collection that is
visually striking or

deeply human?



20:32:07:20 o

ROUND 2: =, 8 |
INSPIRATION > 2 4 ‘ 43i | Sl

Archives of the Impossible




ROUND 2:
INSPIRATION

VIP Moments




based on the wager thatb

new theory lies hidden in the
anomalous, that th{n parancrmal
gppears in :mim'tu mock and shook us
out: of our present NOTMS gﬁhigking. Been

OF mocdern thoRPhL. the! still unreatisad
future of theory, the floeting signe
of a conecicusness mot yet bocome

a gulture.

If, however, paranormal
* phenomens are meaning );,}
evente that work and look
a groat deal like texts, then
it followe that tewts can also

work and look a great deal

liks parancrmal phenomens. Writing and

WORK
SESSION 2

Design a "VIP
Moment."

How can you turn a
research visit or a

new acquisition into
an intellectual salon

or other such event?



ROUND 3:
SUSTAINABILITY

The long game

https://news.rice.edu/news/2024/open-studio-sessions-woodson-research-center-offer-hands-experience-
one-kind-printing
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High school history camp — also community outreach

Hands-on Processing A Collection
\d 5

\ onb
congregetin
, "

ROUND 3:
SUSTAINABILITY

RICE UNIVERSITY

Home / People

Katie
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Sound booth for campus oral histories

ROUND 3:
SUSTAINABILITY

The long game

https://digitalcollections.rice.edu/rice-oral-histories
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WORK
SESSION 3

Short Game vs. Long

Game.

|ldentify one
immediate fundraising
trigger and one 20-
year legacy goal for a
collection.
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